English 8
Email:  mfinlan@deltasd.bc.ca
Class Website:  mfinlanseaquam.weebly.com

Mrs. M. Finlan                                                              Room 2157 

Class contact:  ____________________ Tel:  ________________
Class contact:  ____________________ Tel:  ________________
Course Objectives

Welcome to English 8!  The goal of this year is to build on your writing and reading ability.  We will review basic grammar concepts and work on improving your writing style.  Formal writing also will be introduced.  We will be reading a variety of literary forms – short stories, poetry, and one novel study.  Through exploring these pieces, you will learn to read critically – understanding what they mean and how writers create meaning.      
Expectations

1. Treat everyone with respect.  People need to feel comfortable in order to share their thoughts with you!  

2. Be on time.  This means that you are in your seat reading your novel before the bell.  If you are late, please knock once and I will let you in at an appropriate time.  If you are chronically late, we will meet to come up with an action plan and this will affect your work habit mark.

3. Bring all your materials to every class.  Please be sure that you have a novel with you as trips to the library during class disrupt other people.

4. Occasionally, electronic devices will be used in class and I will let you know when to use them.   If they are out at any other time, you will be asked to leave it in your locker.
Course Materials
· 3-ring binder with lined paper (4 dividers recommended)
· Blue or black pens

· Red pen or highlighter for editing

· Silent reading novel

Evaluation

Term 1




25%

Term 3



30%
Term 2




25%

Final Exam


20%
· In-Class Assignments




60%
· Tests and Quizzes




40%        




If you are absent…

If you are absent, it is your responsibility to be prepared for your next class.  Get in touch with your class contacts, me, or check the class website to find out what you missed.  If you are away the day an assignment is due or a test is scheduled, you must submit or complete it the day you return and bring a note signed by your parent/guardian explaining your absence.  
*The final exam in mid-June will only be rescheduled in extenuating circumstances, not for vacations.  

Late Assignments and Rewrites

Students are expected to complete their course work by the due dates set in class.  If you will have difficulty meeting a due date for a valid reason, please see me before the due date and we can work something out.  To maintain academic honesty and fairness for all students, once an assignment has been assessed and returned to the class, students will only be able to make it up under teacher supervision.

Rewrites for writing assignments and projects will be accepted at the discretion of the teacher.  You must discuss your work with me prior to starting your rewrite and then submit your rewrite with the original work and an explanation of the changes made.  
**If you are struggling with the course at any point, please do not hesitate to see me.  I am available for extra help most days after school.  

Have a great year!
_______________________   

                       
_______________________

Student signature                                                                    Parent signature
